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REMOVAL OF A TUMOUR ON THE TONGUE
BY THE LIGATURE.
A peasant girl, in the neighbourbood of
Wilna, had, from her birth, a small bluish
tumour on the right edge of the tongue near
its root. It was of the size of a bean, but
gradually became larger, and at her seventh
year had attained the size of a plum ; from
this time it remained stationary till her
fourteenth year, when it suddenly became
much larger and very painful, so as almost
to impede swallowing and speaking. On
the first appearance of the menses, its
growth seemed again to be arrested, and the
pain in it was considerably relieved by a
profuse h&aelig;morrhage from a slight laceration
of the tumour by the teeth in eating. In
1828, when the girl had attained her six-
teenth year, the growth of the tumour in-
creased so rapidly, that she was in dan-
ger of being suffocated whenever she at- I
tempted to lie down. At this period she
first applied to Professor G alengowsky, 
of Wilna; the tumour began at about
eight lines from the tip of the tongue, and
extended as far as the root ; it filled almost
the whole of the mouth, leaving only an
interval of three lines to the roof of the
palate ; it was flattened anteriorly ; behind,
its form was entirely adapted to the cavity
of the mouth. It was of blue colour, soft,
and somewhat elastic, but without percepti-
ble pulsation; mastication and swallowing
were almost impossible ; articulation was
less impeded, though she spoke like a per-
son who has something in his mouth. Pro-
fessor Galengowsky decided upon extir-
pating the tumour, and with that intention
passed a thread through the posterior part
of the tongue, in order to fix it in the neces-
sary position ; the puncture caused, how-
ever, such a violent haemorrhage, as to in.
duce the operator to give up all hopes of
removing the tumour by the knife, and he
accordingly resolved to apply a ligature.
A strong double silk thread was passed
through the healthy part of the tongue from
one side to the other ; the ligatures were
then separated, and the tumour comprised
between them ; the tongue immediately
became of a livid colour ; the patient com-
plained of a violent shooting pain in the
pharynx, lower jaw, and the right temple ;
a slight haemorrhage ensued after the ope-
ration ; when it had ceased, and the tumour
was again examined, it was found that a
small portion of it had not been comprised
in the ligature, and it was accordingly ne-
cessary to apply a third. After the opera-
tion the tumour was covered with ice, and
the cheeks were kept cool with an evapo-
rating lotion. After a few hours the pain
subsided, the tumour became larger, and
a new haemorrhage supervened; the liga-
tures were accordingly tied more firmly.
On the second day, the right side of the
face became violently inflamed, so as to
require the repeated application of leeches,
but the tumonr of the tongue was quite
insensible, and being much less tense than
on the previous day the ligatures were
again drawn more tight. This was repeated
every other day ; on the eighth the tumour
spontaneously came off in a state of putre-
faction. The wound was repeatedly washed
with solution of the chloruret of lime, which
had such a good effect that it soon became
of a healthy appearance, and was completely
cicatrised within three weeks. It was,
however, in June, found necessary to apply
the actual cautery to a small portion of the
tumour, which had not been comprised in
the ligature. At the beginning of July, she
was quite well ; the only trace which the
tumour had left was a small depression on
the right edge of the tongue; the patient
had however, some difficulty in moving it,
and was unable to pronounce h, I, t, g-,
and v.
On examination of the tumour, it was
found to contain a nucleus formed by con-
centric strata of horny structure, the centre
of which was occupied by a drop of a limpid
water. like liquid.&mdash;Graefe u. Walther Jour.
d. Ch. u. Augenlceilk.
DEATH OF MR. HUSKISSON.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;The newspapers have already, no
doubt, made you acquainted with most, if
not all, of the particulars connected with the
accident and death of Mr. Huskisson. Many
are now speculating upon the surgical treat-
ment of this case, and the general opinion of
the faculty here, so far as I have been able
to ascertain it, is, that it was unscientific,
inefficient, and imbecile. Indeed there is
some foundation for believing, that had am-
putation of the limb been early undertaken,
the life of this great statesman might have
been saved. A writer in Tlte North Briton of
Wednesday last, thinks that a navy surgeon,
had he been on the field at the time, would
not have suffered the opportunity of operat.
ing to escape, and this was the man most
likely, he concludes, to have effected what
was omitted, and what, in all probability,
would have ensured the safety of the patient.
Another writer, in The Liverpool Albion of
this day, exclaims, " Why was not the ope-
ration of amputation instantly performed ? "
He sarcastically alludes to the invention and
skill of the " Great Oldfield Lane Doctor;"
in contradistinction, and by way of compa.
rison, with the men and measures concerned
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in this affair. Many of the remarks of this
anonymous writer, who is evidently a me-
dical man, are feasible and conclusive, but
he indulges in a vein of satire and sportive-
ness which might bespeak, according to the
estimation of some, no suitable feeling of
the heart, while they do not heighten the
interest among those who may read with a
view to obtain information. An army, or
a navy surgeon, might have saved the life
of Air. Huskisson, and so might any other
surgeon, whose head and hands knew how
and when to do their duty. However, I am
decidedly of opinion, that had prompt and
energetic measures been undertaken, the
patient would have, in 3 great degree, been
spared the torture of those spasms and
twitchings of the muscles and tendons,
which are reported to have been so severe,
and which proceeded from the loss of blood,
and not, as has been stated, from the torn
and mangled state of the nerves and other
soft parts. Amputation, therefore, might
have rescued the victim.
Mr. Huskisson bled profusely for a length
of time, and until his clothes and all about
him were literally drenched in blood ; and
although the great blood-vessels of the limb
were entirely denuded and exposed, I am
informed no means beyond placing a hand-
kerchief round the leg were taken to stop
the flow of blood ; surely the haemorrhage
might have been instantly arrested by se.
curing those vessels; or, if this could not
have been done (a circumstance not very
likely), I should have immediately decided,
as the only alternative left, upon removing
the extremity with the knife ; this would
have been following the directions and
practice of the most eminent surgeons of the
day, and if it had failed of success, the ex-
pediency and exigencies of the case justify-
ing the measure, there could be no blame
attached to any party.
Nothing is more easy than to get up whys
and wlierefores, and to call in question the
theory and practice of any man ; and of all
the arts and sciences, the art and science of
heating, as they have been taught and fol-
lowed in every age, have been, and are,
perhaps, the least famed for any thing fixed
and unalterable in their economy. But then
this does not arise from the constitution of
medieine, which in itself maintains facts
and laws, as effective aud unchangeable, as
are to be found in any other business or
pursuit of life. After all, therefore, it might
be urged in defence of the mode of proe-
dure by the medical men in attendance upon
this case, that they had the advantage of
seeing it, and, consequently, it may reason-
ably be supposed they were in a situation
the best qualified to judge and act correcty.
Notwithstanding, tt is mv conviction, as
I have stated elsewhere, that those same
medical men might, and should, have done
more in this affair than they did,
Your well-wisher,
And very obedient servant, .
THOS. WEATHERILL, M.D.
Liverpool, Sept. 27, 1830. 
,
P.S. Might not a medical coroner have
been of use at the inquest upon the body of
Mr. Huskisson? The jury brought in a
verdict of " Accidental death."
Your late struggle for the vacant office of
Coroner for Middlesex demands my mostun-
feigned admiration and applause, and in this
T am joined by the voice of a large body of
the profession in Liverpool. Like Othello,
the lawyers may now exclaim,&mdash;That their
occupation, in this respect, is gone.
SOCIETY OF "GENERAL PRACTI-
TIONERS."
To the " General Practitioners " of the
United Kingdom.
BROTHER PRACTITIONERS,&mdash;It is a satis-
faction to me, and it ought to be a isatisfac-
tion to you, that we have a channel always
open for disseminating our communications
extensively among the members of the pro-
fession ; and I gladly avail myself of it, by
addressing this letter to you, in the certain
expectation of its meeting your eyes in the
pages of THE LANCET. Every general
practitioner who has read that journal from
its commencement, as I have done, ought
to know that it is his proved Mend, the
advocate of his rights, the supporter of his
reputation, the champion of his battles ; and
he who does not feel this, is either an igno-
, rant blockhead, or an ungrateful knave. I
have been, sometimes, rebuked for my ad.
herence to this publication, on account of its
" 
naughtiness ;" I inquire how it has
offended, and I am told that it calls " nick-
names" and abuses persons unceremon-
iously ! 1 must tell these squeamish friends
who are so dainty in picking up truth, that
a nickname must be appropriate to the chao
racter before it will attach to the person ;
and, if applicable, the individual has but to
-blame nature or fortune for the conse-
quences. To call the Duke of Wellington
a " little cock-spar row," would be senseless,
while another man might be cut down by the
sarcasm to the proper measure of his insig-
ficance. Our doughty Editor knows the
power of ridicule, and wisely prefers its
application to those persons upon whom
reason and argument would be thrown away,
THE LANCET offends by the plainness of its
speech, does it ? What! ye silver-tongued
hypocrites,who frost poison with sugar, and
